
   GEARTECHNOLOGY     January/February  2011     www.geartechnology.com90

  N E W S																								                                 N E W S

In Memoriam
AGMA Chairman 
Edwin Ray Haley

1928–2010

Former AGMA chairman Edwin Ray Haley passed away 
on November 3, 2010 in Jackson, Mississippi. Haley was the 
AGMA chairman of the board in 1993–1994 and  an active 
member of the AGMA  Helical Enclosed Drives Marine 
Units Committee for more than 20 years. Haley started his 
career after college working with diesel engine companies. 
The formal start to his long gear industry career was in 1961, 
taking a job with Western Gear Corporation. 

Haley formed Marine Gears, Inc. in 1973, and later 
expanded his business by forming Haley Clutch and 
Coupling and Marine Gears International. The company 
has been an AGMA member since 1976. Haley was well 
known in the marine gearing sector and was instrumental 
in the development of standards for this area of the gearing 
industry. He was the committee’s vice-chairman in 1983 and 
moved to chair the committee in 1984. 

Haley was recognized for his committee service and con-
tributions in 1988 when he received the Association’s TDEC 
(Technical Division Executive Committee) Award. When he 
was AGMA’s chairman he spearheaded a technical meeting 
between AGMA and the gearing industry in Mexico. AGMA 
and the gearing industry benefited from his integrity, his 
stamina and his intelligent contributions to the science of the 
industry and management of the Association.

“Ray was instrumental in getting the Association to focus 
more on the international market,” says Joe Franklin, presi-

Edwin Ray Haley.

dent, AGMA. “He proposed and led the board and member-
ship in changing AGMA’s bylaws to expand the definition 
of full member to include manufacturers in Mexico and 
Canada in addition to the United States. He helped organize 
a successful technical meeting in Mexico City attended by 
several AGMA board members as well as a number of gear 
manufacturers in and around Mexico City.”

Franklin adds, “The strongest impression Ray left with 
me was his high standards and his unbending integrity.  He 
was a football player in college and when there was a dif-
ficult matter to decide, he always set the tone when he 
said, ‘we are going to play this one right down the middle’ 
meaning no spin, no politics, no favorites. He and the board 
looked at the facts and made decisions on what was in the 
best interest of the association and the industry.”

.

In Memoriam
Pamela L. Spoden

1949–2010

Pamela L. Spoden.

Pamela L. Spoden, 61, Loves Park, IL, died Sunday 
December 12, 2010 at SwedishAmerican Hospital follow-
ing a brief battle with cancer. She was born August 22, 1949 
in Rockford, IL to Virginia (Splinter) and Gilbert Spoden, 
graduating from Boylan Catholic High School in 1967.

In the early 1990s, Spoden began her career in the gear 
industry working as the corporate travel coordinator for 
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continued

American Pfauter and Pfauter-Maag Cutting Tools. She 
worked for Gleason Cutting Tools for a short time after 
Gleason Corp. acquired Pfauter-Maag, but then followed her 
boss David Goodfellow to Meritage in 2001 and then to SU 
America and Star SU in 2003. 

Known for a fiery disposition that matched her red hair 
and a keen sense of humor, Spoden was widely respected 
for her knowledge of the travel and hotel industries. She 
often set up entertainment schedules and worked in exhibit 
booths at IMTS and Gear Expo, booking blocks of rooms 
and countless dinner reservations, as well as keeping track of 
booth staff. She will be sorely missed.

Spoden was a member of St. Bridget Catholic Church 
and an avid Chicago Bears and Cubs fan. Survivors include: 
mother Virginia Spoden; sisters Nancy (Chuck) Beck and 
Beth (Carl) Seaberg; brother Mark (Erin) Spoden; nephews 
Mark Beck, Chris Beck, Greg (Carrie) Beck, Nick Spoden 
and Sean Spoden; niece Tia Seaberg and special great-nieces 
Kennedy and Kysa Beck; aunts Joan Rafferty, Marg Spoden 
and Eileen Bracke; as well as numerous cousins and friends.  

ITAMCO 

CONTINUES TECHNOLOGY, 
CAPABILITY AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE INITIATIVE 

Indiana Tool and Manufacturing Companies (ITAMCO) 
recently commissioned a new Niles-Kapp ZP 40 gear grinder 
after realizing a market need for larger and higher precision 
gearing. Included in the initiative is a 33,000 square foot cli-
mate controlled gear grinding area, with 40 ton lifting capac-
ity, the installation of the ZP 40 gear grinder, distortion con-
trol technology for carburizing and hardening of ring gears, 
near net forming technology and software development. 

The ZP 40 grinder, capable of grinding 4,000 mm diam-
eter and 1,750 mm face width gears, employs precision 
finishing of large internal and external gearing using both 
plated CBN and dressable vitrified grinding wheels. Features 
include vibration dampening, hydrostatic guideways, a direct 
drive rotary table, stock dividing, eccentricity software and 
onboard inspection. The hydrostatic guideways ensure high 
accuracy over the lifetime of the machine, high overload 

capacity and extremely accurate and precise movement of 
the axes within a few microns, according to the company. 
This is achieved by maintaining a high thermal stability 
through temperature-controlled hydrostatic oil. Thermal sta-
bility is a critical feature necessary to achieving high accu-
racy performance, especially with a tall extended column 
like ITAMCO purchased with the ZP 40. 

The machine features profile grinding with five-axis 
interpolation; an advantage when dealing with complicated 
tooth profile and lead modifications. Niles-Kapp’s stock 
dividing feature performs a multi-point touch probe analy-
sis of every tooth and makes program adjustments prior to 
grinding, yielding substantial cycle time savings. The eccen-
tricity compensation software assists in faster setups by 
reducing the time required to indicate large diameter heavy 
parts. The onboard inspection feature allows for gear inspec-
tion immediately after the gear is ground for quick analysis 
and verification of the grinding results. 

ITAMCO recently purchased a Niles-Kapp ZP 40 grinder 
(courtesy of ITAMCO).

The ZP 40 is capable of grinding 4,000 mm diameter and 
1,750 mm face width gears.
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ITAMCO also recently purchased a Zeiss MMZB CMM 
that enables offline inspection of the gear to confirm the pre-
vious data from the ZP 40. 

All of these features are focused toward producing large 
gears of the highest quality. When making the decision to 
purchase the grinder, the team from Niles-Kapp was confi-
dent in the machines’ ability to produce gearing to the qual-
ity level of DIN 1 or ANSI/AGMA A2 per the AGMA 2015-
1-A01 standard (AGMA class Q15 under the old AGMA 
2000-A88 standard). ITAMCO has not been disappointed by 
the results.

The ZP 40 has been installed in ITAMCO’s new 33,000 
square foot grinding area. This area is located within their 
Argos, Indiana facility which has a total of 385,000 square 
feet. ITAMCO felt that their Argos plant best suited this 
expansion seeing it has over 125,000 square feet of 60 foot 
high bay areas with up to 80 ton lifting capability. These 
areas are suitable for large gear drive and complex machine 
assembly. The ZP 40 is the first of eight CNC gear grinding 
machines being installed in the new grinding area.

While the economy was stalling in 2008, ITAMCO felt 
the timing was right to begin these initiatives, which would 
help to further enhance their ability to work with their 
customers on complex projects. According David Neidig, 
vice president of business development, “The company has 
always operated with the philosophy of investing during 
depressed markets in preparation of the next upturn.”

ITAMCO was started in 1955 and has provided contract 
manufacturing services for OEMs since its inception. The 
company services nearly all heavy duty markets from its two 
ISO 9001:2008 certified facilities in northern Indiana.  In 
an effort to add more value to its customers, ITAMCO has 
diversified into many areas of manufacturing integration.  
Joel Neidig, systems engineer at ITAMCO recently gave one 
of the keynote addresses at the 2010 Autodesk University 
in Las Vegas. Neidig spoke regarding ITAMCO’s beta test-
ing of the Autodesk Factory Suite, which ITAMCO used to 
simulate the construction of the foundation and installation 
process of the new ZP 40 grinder.
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continued

MAG IAS, LLC, a machine tool and factory automation 
company, is developing a range of larger and more versa-
tile machine tools which will be added to the product lines 
already produced at its facility in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 
MAG has secured contracts and is in production of a new 
family of vertical turning centers (VTCs) with table sizes 
from five to eight meters and facing capacity up to nine 
meters in diameter. These dual-column machines can handle 
workpiece loads up to 250,000 kg and feature fixed or 
adjustable rail styles. In addition, a new model of the large, 
ram-type horizontal boring machine (HBM) family is under 
construction in Fond du Lac. The company also recently 
introduced a new-concept machining system for high-vol-
ume production of wind turbine hubs.

“These machines will bring new dimensions in large part 
production to MAG customers around the world and will be 
joined by many additional variations in the coming months,” 
says Bill Horwarth, president MAG Americas. “I’m very 
pleased that we are able to continue aggressive investments 
in expanding our product portfolio and range of manufactur-
ing solutions for these important industries. We are confident 
that our business will continue to improve and delighted 
that customers have put their trust in us with significant new 
orders from all global regions, including the United States, 
Europe, Middle East, India and China.”

MAG’s new machines offer new multi-functional fea-
tures and green design elements focused on the lowest total 

MAG 

EXPANDS 
MACHINE TOOL RANGE
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Cincinnati Gearing Systems 1202

Halifax Rack & Screw 1206

REM Chemicals, Inc. 1207

IFPE 2011 1211

Eaton Steel Bar Company 1215

GearTec, Inc. 1219

United Gear & Assembly, Inc. 1219

Kleiss Gears, Inc. 1223

Viking Forge Corp. 1225

Seitz Corp. 1227

Thermotech, Inc. 1229

Erasteel, Inc. 1232

Barit International Corp. 1233

Aerocom Industries 1234

Toolink Engineering Inc. 1234

Bluewater Thermal Services 1235

Scot Forge 1237

Golden Port International Inc. 1240

Gear Technology and Power Transmission 
Engineering magazines

1241

Goldstein Gear Machinery LLC 1241

Power Transmission Engineering and Gear 
Technology magazines

1241

The Gear Machinery Exchange/gearmachineryex-
change.com

1241

St. Louis Gear Co., Inc. 1242

Forst USA 1244

Roto-Flo & U.S. Gear Tools 1301

Society of Manufacturing Engineers 1306

X-R-I Testing 1307

Cleveland Deburring Machine Co. 1308

Li Gear Inc. 1309

Engineered Abrasives 1310

Circle Gear and Machine Co. 1311

Capstan Atlantic 1314

DTR Corp. 1315

O & D Manufacturing 1316

Davall Gears Ltd. 1318

CNC Design Pty. Ltd. 1319

IonBond LLC 1322

Canton Drop Forge 1323

UFE, Inc. 1324

Ishmeet Forgings Pvt. Ltd. 1326

ABA-PGT Inc. 1328

QMS Inc. 1329

Interstate Tool Corp. 1331

LMS North America 1332

Ludeca Inc. 1334
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St
ay

ed
 th

e s
am

e 

Inc
re

as
ed

 m
or

e t
ha

n 
11

-2
0%

De
cr

ea
se

d 1
-1

0%
 

De
cr

ea
se

d 1
1-

20
%

 

Inc
re

as
ed

 m
or

e t
ha

n 
1-

10
%

De
cre

as
ed

 m
ore

 th
an

 
20

%
  

2%1%

7%

27%
25%

19%19%

“Export demand drop-off.”
—Design engineer at a U.S. manufacturer of grinding 
equipment

“Financing.”
—Corporate executive at a U.S. manufacturer of aerospace 
gears
 
“Foreign ownership and plant closures to transfer manufac-
turing work out of the U.S.A.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a U.S. manufacturer of 4WD 
transfer cases
 
“Funding from banks difficult.”
—Employee at a U.S. manufacturer of milling equipment 
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What Factors Are Presenting Significant 
Challenges to Your Business?
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Gleason 
ESTABLISHES NEWS SALES AND 
SERVICE OPERATION IN BRAZIL

To meet the needs of gear manufacturers in the Brazilian 
market, Gleason Corporation has expanded its global pres-
ence with the formation of Gleason do Brasil Comércio 
de Máquinas Ltda. based in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Previously, 
Gleason’s activities in Brazil were conducted through its 
representative “ARBUS” Armando Busseti Máquinas Ltda.  
While Gleason and ARBUS enjoyed a successful relation-
ship for many years, both companies have decided it is in 
their mutual best interests to end their relationship. This 
now creates the opportunity for Gleason to more directly 
and actively serve the Brazilian market. Both Gleason and 
ARBUS are committed to a smooth transition of sales and 
service responsibilities to Gleason do Brasil, and Gleason 

cost of ownership. The company recently demonstrated at 
the IMTS in Chicago and AMB show in Stuttgart turning 
machines with grinding and gear hobbing capability, along 
with mill-turn and turn-mill machines, honing capability and 
cryogenic machining. MAG designs also make extensive 
use of environmentally friendly features, including minimal 
hydraulics and oil systems, reduced need for chillers and 
ancillary equipment, as well as energy monitoring and con-
servation capabilities.

Ground up, modular designs allow for economical cus-
tomization of these machines along with the industry’s fast-
est build and delivery, a hallmark of the Fond du Lac plant’s 
operation, according to Horwarth. This allows manufacturers 
of extremely large workpieces to have a machine configured 
to match their exact needs using families of pre-engineered 
and optimized components such as columns, tables, heads, 
tool changers, controls, etc. MAG Fond du Lac is currently 
ramping up production and will begin shipping these new 
machine tools during the first half of 2011.

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.bourn-koch.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.star-su.com
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thanks ARBUS for its many years of dedicated service.
John J. Perrotti, president and CEO, commented, 

“Experienced expertise in this market has been retained for 
the sales and service of all Gleason products and technolo-
gies, allowing us to continue seamlessly in the support of 
customer needs.  We are enthusiastic about the new organi-
zation in Brazil and look forward to serving our loyal cus-
tomers in this key market.” 

Ronson Gears recently announced it has been appointed 
sole Australian agent for KHK Co. Japan. This partnership 
will see Ronson Gears increase its 250 stock gear configura-
tions to 7,000, bringing customers faster delivery times and 
more competitively priced gears, while maintaining its core 
services and long established standards of quality. Gordon 
New, managing director at Ronson, said the new relation-
ship with KHK means Ronson Gears’ customers can access 
a much wider range of gears at much faster turnaround times 
than previously possible.

“Customers will be able to order the more popular line 
items for next day delivery, with virtually the full range 

Ronson 

APPOINTED SOLE  
AUSTRALIAN AGENT FOR KHK

From left to right: Naoji Kohara, general manager KHK Co. 
Ltd. Gordon New, general manager at Ronson Gears and 
Toshi Kohara, president Kohara Gear Industry Co., Ltd. dur-
ing New’s recent visit to Japan (courtesy of Ronson). 

continued

Capital Tool Industries
USA Office

513 Cherokee Drive
Temple, TX 76504
Ph: (254) 742-1979
Cell: (408) 828-0024

Headquarters
7-a, Industrial Estate

Patiala 147004, INDIA
Ph:+91-175-2351089, 2352326

Fax:+91-175-2217102
e-mail: capitaltool@usa.net

www.capital-tool.com

CTI is a long established 
company producing quality 
Gear Cutting Tools since 1966. 
We specialize in the manufac-
ture of Gear Hobs up to 40 
Module in Class AA, A and B, 
Spline and Worm Gear Hobs, 
Gear Shaper Cutters, Gear 
Shaving Cutters, Broaches and 
Milling Cutters for various 
application.

capital
TOOL INDUSTRIES

ISO 9001:2008 Company

Precision
Gear Cutting

Tools
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Sandvik Coromant 
NAMES VERKAMP 
DIRECTOR, BUSINESS SERVICES

Sandvik Coromant recent-
ly announced that  Mike 
Verkamp has been named 
the company’s new direc-
tor, business services. In this 
position, Verkamp will track 
manufacturers’  changing 
needs for services and estab-
lish processes, projects and 
programs that address these 
needs. “The challenges fac-
ing today’s manufacturers 
are constantly evolving and 
Sandvik Coromant works con-
stantly to address them,” says John Israelsson, president of 
Sandvik Coromant USA. “As director, business services, 
Mike Verkamp will be applying his expertise and years of 
experience to better understanding customer needs and creat-
ing the programs that meet them.” 

Mike Verkamp

CORRECTION

In the November/December of Gear 

Technology, the name of AGMA Technical 

Editor Amy Lane was misspelled. 

Gear Technology regrets the error.

—The Editors

being accessible for delivery within a week depending on 
the size of the order,” New said. “At the same time, all our 
traditional custom made gear cutting services will continue 
as before. We are always looking at ways to improve our 
offering and we see the new partnership as a significant step 
in Ronson Gears’ growth.”

KHK’s export manager, Naoji Kohara, says the arrange-
ment with Ronson Gears is very exciting for his company 
because it expands KHK’s market into a key Asia Pacific 
region and gives Australian consumers access to a vast 
range of gears at much faster turn-around times. “Some of 
the stock items now available to customers include ground 
spurs and helicals, spiral bevel gears, straight cut mitre and 
bevel gears, ground racks, helical racks, worms and wheels, 
bevel gear boxes, plastic gears,” Kohara said. “We are look-
ing forward to a long and successful association with Ronson 
Gears.”

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.KISSsoft.com
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continued

Verkamp earned a bachelor’s degree in industrial man-
agement from Purdue University and an MBA from Indiana 
University. He has been a part of the Sandvik Coromant 
team for 13 years and held a variety of positions, the most 
recent of which was director of sales.

Erasteel 
INCREASES PRICES ON HSS  
AND PM STEEL GRADES IN 
NORTH AMERICA

Erasteel Inc. recently announced a five-percent price 
raise on all conventional high-speed steel and ASP grades in 
North America, effective immediately for new inquiries and 
orders, and effective January 1, 2011 for deliveries of exist-
ing orders. All raw material surcharges will remain in effect. 
The price adjustment is intended to help offset increasing 
manufacturing costs related to steeply rising production 
demand and to permit Erasteel to continue to offer the full 
range of products through their North American distribution 
system.

Moventas 
EXPANDS OPERATIONS 
IN CHINA

Moventas recently announced it is expanding the com-
pany’s operations closer to  customers. Western customers 
operating in China, as well as Chinese customers, have 
long wished for the company to start local manufacturing of 
industrial gears in China. The Asia Pacific area is a growing 
market for the industrial gears business. The Suzhou unit, 
presently a service center, will start manufacturing compo-
nents and industrial gears and, when needed, customer-spe-
cific volume products, all fulfilling Western quality require-
ments. During 2011, the Suzhou unit will recruit 40–50 new 

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.electronics-inc.com/on_site_training.html
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.shotpeener.com/tspmagazine/index.php
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.electronics-inc.com
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Elecon 

ACQUIRES 
BENZLERS-RADICON GROUP

Elecon Engineering Company Limited, a material han-
dling, industrial gears and transmission products manu-
facturer in India, recently announced the acquisition of 
the Benzlers-Radicon Group (BR Group). This acquisition 
will now strengthen Elecon’s product development and 
engineering capabilities and widen its customer base in 
European, North American and Scandinavian countries. 
Two of Elecon’s group companies have combined to make 
the acquisition—i.e., Elecon Engineering Co. Ltd. and 
Power Build Limited (PBL) wherein Elecon Engineering has 
acquired the European, North American & Swedish business 
and PBL has acquired the Asian business.

The BR Group is headquartered in the U.K. and based 
out of primary sites in the U.K., Sweden and Thailand, pro-
viding a gateway for the Elecon group to enter the European 
and Asian markets. In addition, the BR Group also has a 
presence in the United States through the David Brown 
Group subsidiary, Cone Drive. With this acquisition Elecon 
will get a platform to grow its exports to a larger interna-
tional base.  

“This is our first international acquisition and yet another 
milestone in our company’s long-term growth strategy. 
The combination of strong brands, clear growth plans and 
a world class supply chain will enhance compelling value-
added growth potential for Elecon. The BR Group’s business 
complements our product portfolio and will strengthen our 
presence in the global market,” says Prayasvin Patel, chair-
man and managing director, Elecon Engineering Group.

employees in addition to the current 20 on staff. The recruit-
ment has no effect on employment in Finland.

“Our industrial gears division grows as demand is recov-
ering, hence the Karkkila factory that  serves our Western 
clientele is also currently recruiting,” says Moventas CEO & 
president Jukka Jäämaa. 

Manufacturing operations in Suzhou will kick off in the 
summer of 2011.

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.mfn.li
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.mfn.li/training
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Wenzel/Xspect 
Solutions 

RETROFITS CMMS

Wenzel/Xspect Solutions has one of the largest used 
CMM machine shops in North America for rebuilding and 
remanufacturing all makes of CMMs. Bryn Edwards, vice 
president of aftermarket for Wenzel/Xspect Solutions, says, 
“The introduction of the new Renishaw PH20 5-axis touch-
trigger system is providing us with new market opportunities 
for our aftermarket business because the PH20 has the effect 
of prolonging the life of many older CMMs by improving 
their throughput by two to three times.”

Edwards explains, “Xspect Solutions’ broad experience 
with the Renishaw REVO system ideally positions us to 
apply the benefits of the PH20 to all sizes of CMMs, giving 
the user more throughput because of increased capability 
and flexibility. The PH20 has a compact design and provides 
faster calibration, improved metrology and infinite position-
ing. The unique PH20 head allows measurement points to 
be taken using only the head and not the CMM structure. 
The five-axis controlled motion between features eliminates 
indexing time, thus improving the throughput and allowing 
larger parts to be measured on the same CMM by minimiz-
ing the space required around the part for head rotation. 
Because the PH20 automatically aligns itself with the part 
coordinate system, stylus collisions are avoided. The ulti-
mate accuracy of measurement is improved with the PH20 
because it uses feature orientation-based calibration and head 
touches.”

Michael Goldstein, 
GOLDSTEIN GEAR MACHINERY LLC

Sponsored by: 

 

Excellent gear equipment 
at attractive prices

GEAR TOOLING 
 ACCESSORIES

GEAR
MACHINERY
EXCHANGE.COM

Visit: 
www.gearmachineryexchange.com

michael@goldsteingearmachinery.com

Sell your surplus 
gear machines, tooling 

& accessories 
direct to end user. 

To list your machnes on 
this website 

contact: michael@
goldsteingearmachinery.com

and

Phone:  847-437-6605  •  Fax:  847-437-6618

GEAR MACHINERY EXPERT
GLEASON MACHINERY SPECIALIST
KNOWLEDGE, INTEGRITY, TRUST & SERVICE
Get the Cadillac Machinery Experience and Knowledge

 from Cadillac Machinery’s former President. 

European Association of Machine Tool Merchants
 (EAMTM) has relied on Michael Goldstein 
for leadership, knowledge and responsibility 

for 21 years – shouldn’t you?  
Extensive experience with organizing gear 

machinery auctions and gear department liquidations.

See our inventory at: www.gearmachineryexchange.com

 Don’t accept Fool’s GOLD –   get the real thing, 
call Michael GOLDstein at GOLDstein Gear Machinery.

Michael Goldstein

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.gearmachineryexchange.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0111&dest=http://www.gearmachineryexchange.com



