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Next year, farmers in Colorado will be able to
fix their own tractors, and manufacturers will
have to provide them with resources to help
them do it. In late April, Colorado became the
first state to ensure farmers can work on their
own equipment with Governor Jared Polis sign-
ing “The Consumer Right to Repair Agriculture
Equipment Act,” which forces manufacturers to
make available the necessary manuals, tools,
parts, and software to farmers who rely on com-
plex and expensive machinery, such as tractors,
combines, and other farm equipment.

Ranches and farmland are the lifeblood of many states, and
Colorado took the lead on the issue in the light of a nation-
wide right-to-repair movement for the ability of consumers
to fix and maintain their own equipment, rather than being
required to rely solely on authorized dealers and manufacturers
for repairs. This has the potential to indirectly affect the gear
industry to the extent that it directly disrupts the farm equip-
ment manufacturers, but it could directly affect the gear indus-
try if broader right-to-repair laws gain ubiquity in the future.

Lawmakers in at least ten other states have introduced simi-
lar right-to-repair legislation, including Florida, Maryland,
Missouri, New Jersey, Texas, and Vermont. For Colorado, the
process of bringing the proposal to law left lawmakers stuck
between their farming constituents making a case for the ability
to repair their equipment and the manufacturers and dealerships
who raised deep concerns that providing tools and informa-
tion to farmers would expose trade secrets and allow equipment
owners to illegally tamper with the horsepower and bypass emis-
sions controls—putting operator safety and the environment at
risk, but those are things that would remain illegal.

However, the spirit of this law aims to provide farmers with
more control over their equipment and reduce downtime
caused by equipment breakdowns. Time is money, and Nature
doesn’t wait—so when farmers claim the current conditions
compromise valuable days waiting for an authorized service
professional to arrive, that delay could spell a weather event
eradicating a crop or the closing of a proper planting win-
dow, creating the potential for bankruptcy. Prior to the law's
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passage, farmers were often restricted to using the manufactur-
er's repair services, which could be more expensive and time-
consuming than local repair shops.

The law also prohibits manufacturers from voiding warran-
ties or denying service if farmers use independent repair shops
or perform repairs themselves. Manufacturers are required to
provide the same diagnostic and repair information to inde-
pendent repair shops as they do to authorized dealers.

Farmers across the country have long been fighting for the
right to repair their own equipment. Modern tractors are full
of electronics that have given manufacturers the ability to lock
farmers out of the repair process and lead some to go so far as
to hack their own tractors. The used tractor market exploded,
with farm equipment manufactured before the advent of com-
puters selling for hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Currently, many manufacturers limit access to repair informa-
tion and may even void warranties if the device is repaired by an
unauthorized third party or the owner themselves. In practice, this
means manufacturers may have to change their policies and invest
in creating repair manuals and diagnostic tools as well as supplying
replacement parts to independent repair shops and consumers.

Furthermore, manufacturers may have to redesign products to
make them more easily repairable or to reduce the need for repair
services in the first place. This could lead to changes in the manu-
facturing process, which may result in increased costs for the
manufacturer but may also create new revenue opportunities for
training programs, easily replaceable parts, and specialized tools.

The law is intended to give farmers more choice and control
over the maintenance and repair of their equipment, which can
be critical to their livelihoods. The law may also create oppor-
tunities for independent repair shops and parts suppliers to
compete with manufacturers for repair business.

Overall, “The Consumer Right to Repair Agriculture Equipment
Act” can be seen as a challenge for manufacturers to balance the
needs of consumers with their own business interests. Given the
scope of technological complexity in most modern wares, there
may be something altruistic and romantic to the notion we should
all be able to repair our belongings, however, it may also create
opportunities for manufacturers to build customer loyalty by dem-
onstrating a commitment to sustainability and consumer choice.
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