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Material losses and long production times are two areas
of conventional spur and helical gear manufacturing in which
improvements can be made. Metalforming processes have
been considered for manufacturing spur and helical gears, but
these are costly due to the development times necessary for
each new part design. Through a project funded by the U.S.
Army Tank - Automotive Command, Battelle's Columbus
Division has developed a technique for designing spur and
helical gear forging and extrusion dies using computer aided
techniques.
Gear Forming Methodology
Gear manufacturing processes are highly specialized due
to the complex geometry and high accuracy requirements of
the gear teeth. Precision forming methods for gears offer considerable advantages including the reduction of material and
energy losses during finish machining. However, to establish
precision forming as an economical production technique requires' the capability to design and manufacture dies with
precise and reproducible dimensions with long life and at an
acceptable cost.

Command)

The traditional method of forging and extrusion die design
and manufacture is based on experience and trial and error.
A preliminary die is made and a few parts are formed. Measurements are taken of the finished part and the die is adjusted
accordingly. A second series of trials is conducted, and so
on, until the final die geometry is obtained. Such a development program is required for every new design which makes
the precision forming process economically less attractive,
especially when complex and precise geometries are involved,
as with spur and helical gears. Therefore, methods need to
be developed to apply advanced computer aided design and
manufacturing
(CAD/CAM)
technologies (finite element,
metal forming and heat transfer analyses) to gear forming
die design and manufacture. This approach benefits from the
capabilities of the computer in computation time and information storage and allows the die designer to try various
changes in the die design and the forming conditions, without
trying out each new change on the shop floor.
CAD / CAM Applied to Forging and Extrusion
In recent years, CAD / CAM techniques have been applied
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to various forging processes. The experience gained in ali of
these applications implies a certain overall methodology for
CAD / CAM of dies for precision and I or near-net shape
forming. This computerized approach is also applicable to
precision cold and hot forming of spur and helical gears, as
seen in Fig. 1.. The procedure uses as input: (a) the process
variables and (b) the part (gear) geometry. The former consist of:
(1) data on billet material under forming conditions (billet
and die temperatures, rate and amount of deformation),
(2) the friction coefficient to quantify the friction shear stress
at the material and die interface, and
(c) forming conditions, such as temperatures, deformation
rates, suggested number of forming operations.
Using the process variables and the part geometry. a
preliminary design of the finish forming die can be made.
Next, stresses necessary to finish form the part and
temperatures in the material. and the dies are calculated. The
elastic die deflections due to temperatures and stresses can
be estimated and used to predict the small corrections
necessary on the finish die geometry. Knowledge of the fonning stresses also allows the prediction of forming load and
energy, The estimation of die geometry corrections is
necessary for obtaining dose tolerance formed parts and for
machining the finish dies to exact dimensions. The corrected
finish die geometry is used to
estimate the necessary volume, and the volume distribution in the billet or the
preform. Ideally, a simulation of the metal flow should
be conducted for each die
design. This is a computerized prediction of metal flow
at each instant during forming. This simulation is mathematically quite complex and
can only be performed at this
time for relatively simple
parts ..In more complex applications, die design can be
determined by computerized
use of experience-based
formulas.
Two Phase Approach

forming (forging and/or extrusion) a set of spur gears
and a set of helical gears.
The Phase Iwork and the Phase n spur gear extrusion trials
have been completed. A simplified flow diagram for the computer aided design and manufacturing of forging and extrusion dies for spur and helical gears is shown in Fig. 2. Using
the overall outlines of Figs. 1 and 2, the die design effort was
dividied into four tasks:

1. Definition of gear and gear tooth geometries.
2. Prediction of forming load, pressure and stresses.
3. Estimation of tool deflections, shrinkage and corrections.
4. Development of an interactive, graphics based computer
program for performing Tasks 1 through 3.
Generating

the Gear Tooth Geometry

To define the tooth geometry, certain gear and/or cutting
tool parameters must be specified. Some additional data pertaining to the mating gear mayalso be required in certain
instances. All the data required for the computations can be
obtained from a "summary sheet" developed by gear designers
(Fig. 3) and also the geometry of the cutting tool (Fig. 4).
With this data, standard gear equations are used to calculate
the X and Y coordinates of the points describing the gear tooth
profile.
The basic geometry of a spur
gear tooth is seen in Fig. S,
with the .following major
definitions (1):

• backlashthe amount by which the
width of a tooth space
exceeds the thickness of
the engaging tooth on
the pitch circles
• circular pitchthe distance, measured
on the pitchcirde,
from
a point on one tooth to
a corresponding point 'on
an. adjacent tooth
• clearancethe amOUJ1tby which the
dedendum of a. gear exceeds the addendum of
its mating gear

The present study is still in
progress and is being conducted in two phases as
follows:
" Phase I
Computer Aided Design
(CAD) of fanning dies.
• Phase II
Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAM) of the
forming dies and demonstration of the effectiveness of CAD I CAM by

• addendumthe radial distance between the top land and
the pitch circle

• dedendumthe radial distance from
the bottom land to the
pitch circle

Fig. 1- Descriptive Computer Aided Design Procedure for Finish Forging Dies

• d.iametral pitchnumber of teeth on the
gear per inch of pitch
diameter
JanuaryjFebruaryl,985
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DESCRIBE GEAR GEOMETRY IN
DIGITAL FORM FOR USE IN COMPUTER

1-0-----,

CORRECTIO'lS

MODI FrCAT.IONS

INSPECT THE GEARS AND
EVALUATE FORMING PROCEDURE

UPDATE COMPUTER PROGRAMS
AND REF INE CAD/CAM'
METHODS FO~ DIES

Fig. 2-Genera.l Procedure for the Design of Gear Forming Dies

• pitch diameter-

diameter of the theoretical pitch circle
which is tangent to the corresponding
pitch circle on a. mating gear

The majority of the gears produced by conventional cutting methods are either hobbed or cut using a shaper cutter
(2). In this study, for defining the tooth geometry, standard
equations were used to simulate the gear cutting process (3-7).
These equations are included into a computer program, caned
GEARDl, as discussed later.

be known. This stress analysis is necessary to obtain not only
the elastic deflection, but also to calculate the forming
pressure and load.
Extrusion
The extrusion process is seen schematically in Fig. 6. The
punch load required to extrude a spur or helical gear is
determined by estimating the following forces:
• the ideal deformation force,
'. the force due to internal shear at the die entrance and exit,
.' the friction Iorce along the die walls and the punch.

Forming Load Prediction
To determine the elastic deflection of the forming dies,
stresses acting on the die during the forming processes must
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Using the slab method of analysis, the equations
punch force were determined and programmed.
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Gear Geometry
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results of the FEM analysis
empirical analysis.
Estimation

correlated

closely

with

the

of Die Corrections

The geometry of the forming die is different from that of
the formed gear because,
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• The die insert is normally shrink fitted into the die holder
causing a contraction of the die surfaces.
• In warm I hot forming, the dies may be heated prior to
forming and further heated by the hot billet during forming. This causes the die insert to expand.
• During forming, due to forming stresses, the die surface
deforms elastically.
• After forming, the gear shrinks during cooling from forming temperature to room temperature.
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fig. 4 - Geometry of A Hob and A Shaper Cutter

To obtain the desirable accuracy in the formed gears, each
of the geometrical variations listed above was estimated and
the die geometry corrected accordingly ..Referring to Fig. 8,
the original pitch radius is represented by R. Shrink fitting
of the die causes the gear profile to shrink. hence the die must
be increased by a corresponding amount, S.. Similarly, increased die temperatures and forging pressures cause the die
to expand. These two factors are compensated
by the
amounts Hand E. Finally, a. warm I hot formed gear will
shrink during cooling; therefore, the die must be enlarged by
the amount C. The results of the die correction analyses were
used to alter the coordinates of the gear tooth profile to
achieve the appropriate die geometry.
Cutting the Die
A common method of die manufacture is called electrical
discharge machining (EDM). The process uses an electrode,
usually made of graphite or brass, which is the negative of

I Punch

2 Top Insert
:3 Conical or Streamlined Insert
4 Gear Insert

fig. 5-Gear

5 Support Insert
Ring
7 Billet
B E~trusion

6 Reinlorcing

Terminology

Forging
A typical tool setup for forging of gears is shown
schematically in Fig. 7. The punch force necessary to fill the
tooth cavity by radial metal flow was also calculated using
the slab method of analysis and empirical equations. Additionally, the forging load was estimated using a Finite Element
Method (FEM) based program in order to verify the calculations made by the slab method and empirical equations. The
.20
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Before Extrusion

Fig. 6 - Schematic

of the Extrusion

Aller

Process

Extrusion

e
~

&OTTOW GUIO[IILOC.
ctlUUDI PUNCH
.aTTOW [JECTO"

Fig. 7- Typical Tool Setup for Forging Spur or Helical Gear5,

• compute the forming load required to produce the CUIrent gear design,
• compute the coordinates of the corrected gear geometry
necessary for machining the EDMelectrooes by taking into
account the change in the die geometry du to temperature
differentials, load stresses and shrink fitting, and •
•' determine the specifications 'of a 1.'001 which can cut the
altered tooth geometry on a conventional hobbing or
shaper cutter machine.
This program enables the user to design spur and helical
gears, predict tooling loads and pressures, estimate meta] flow
for forming the gear, and define the geometry required to
manufacture the tooling using conventional or wire (;DM.
Several examples of gears, currently being forged in industry.
were tested in the GEARDI computer program. The predicted
forging loads were within 10 percent of the actual loads
measured during production runs.
GEARDI is an interactive, graphics-oriented
program
which runs on Digital Equipment Corporation VAX 111780.
111750. and PDP-lll44 computers. h isa menu driven program that allows the user to select various options from a
pre-defined list. F.ig. 9.is a simpli1ied flow diagram of the program depictingth various menu oplionsa.vailable to the user.
One 'convenient feature, the ~COMPAR]SON DISPLAY" option, allows the user to superimpose two gear profile drawings on the computer and determine the maximum difference
between the two profiles. Fig. 10 shows th superposition of
an original spur gear ,tooth profile and the corrected g~metry
which was determin d by the program ;for a specific set of
forming conditions.
The GEARDI program
has powerful
application
possibilities, not only in the area of metallorming, but also
in the area of gear and gear train design. with its ability to

the die geometry. The electrode is brought dose ,to. but not
in 'contact with. the die material. An electrical current is
allowed to arc across the gap which "burns" away the die
material. Another form of this method of manufacture is
called wire EDM. Current is passed through a straight wire
Ithat moves in two dimensions, burning the die geometry as
it goes. Helical gear dies must be made by lIsing a solid dectrode but spur gear dies c-an be cut using either a solid electrode ,or a wire EDM process. In either case. a eorreeted 'set
of gear tooth profile coordinates is needed. This new set of
coordinates is computed by applying a correction factor to
the' radius vector from 'the center of the gear to each point
on the gear tooth profile. The correction factor is a function
of the values for S, H, E, and C as shown in Fig. 8 ..
As previously mentioned, the geometry of the die is different from the final gear geometry ...When ,cutting the gear
die using 3-" electrode, it may be desirable Ito manufacture
the electrode using a hob or shaper cutter ~pecifically designed
Ito cut the electrode geometry. The computer program,
8,GEARm: allows the user ,to design this new ,cutting tool.
Computer

Program

"GEARDI'"

Using the equations developed in Phase l, a graphics
oriented computer program called GEARD] was d veloped,
The main functions of GEARDl are:
'. define the exact tooth form of a spur or helical gear,

Fig. ,8-Correction

10

Gear Qoometry (Symbols Expl ined 10 Text]
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Tool Setup for Spur Gear Extrusion Trials

F,ig.9 - Flow Diagram for the Computer Program GEARDI

extrusion trials, conducted at Battelle's Columbus Division
using a 7~ton
hyd:rauHc press. The gears were extruded
using a "push-through" concept. Each gear is first partially
formed and left in the die while the punch is retracted. A
second biUet is placed on Ilop of the partially formed gear
and the press is cycled again. During this cycle, the partially

I

l.Q

Inch

I

fig. lO-Compl.Iler Program Display of the Original Gear Tooth and the
Corrected Gear Tooth Geometry

design hobs and shaper cutters and to modify the

fillet from

a trochoidal shape to a circular shape.
Spur Gear Extrusion lHals
Fig. 11 shows a picture of the tool setup for the spur gear
,22
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Fig. 12- Sequence of Parts for Extruding Spur Cears. Billet is on Top, Partially Formed Gear is in the Middle, and Complete Extruded Gear is on the
Bottom.

A~ALYZENG GEAR TOOTH STRESS •••
(continued

Fig. 13 - Extruded and Shot-Blasted

Spur Gear

formed gear is finish formed and pushed through the die,
dropping out the bottom of the die. Fig. 12 shows the
sequence of parts in the toollng. Once formed, the teeth on
the gear are not machined further. A fixture which holds the
gear on 'the pitch line of the teeth is used to finish machine
the inside and ends of the gear, The spur gear formed in these
trials was designed to be an AGMA quality class 8 gear ..
Measurements taken on the extruded gears indicated a gear
of between AGMA quality 7 and 8. An 'extruded gear which
has been shot-blasted is shown in Fig. 13.

Having established that stress levels vary in a predictable
and quantitive way, work has begun on correlating the stress
data obtained from the finite element stress program to
sources of experimental data. Two parallel programs are now
underway Itoprovide such correlation, The first program will
analyze several hundred fatigue test data points from full scale
axle tests ana four square fatigue tester. The purpose of thjs
program is Ito establish a reliable S-N curve for each of the
modes .of fatigue failure; e.g., bending fatiguea.nd subsurFace shear ..The second program will involve Iatigue data obtained from simulated gear tooth specimens using a closed
loop hydraulic tester. The test data obtained from the
simulated gear tooth specimens will be used to augment the
data obtained f.rom the .ful1scale axle tests thus providing ill
relationship between S~N curves for various materials and
heat treatments to the S-N curve obtained from full scale
testing. The successful completion of this final step should
result in establishing the finite element gear strength program
as a powerful gear analyzing program for the design of bevel
and hypoid gears.
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