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The Gleason-M&M Precision Systems’ Calibration Lab 
has received accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025 following 
a successful recertification assessment by the American 
Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA). This is 
the seventh consecutive year the lab has achieved this cer-
tification, and it has not been granted to any other lab for 
gear and spline measurement, according to Gleason’s press 
release.

“Most of the lab’s work involves calibration of mas-
ter gears and spline gauges,” says Edward Lawson, chief 
metrologist and program leader at Gleason-M&M. “Periodic 
recertification is important because normal wear and tear on 
these masters can lead to false rejection of production parts.”

The lab also calibrates reference involute, lead and pitch 
masters that are used worldwide to calibrate and verify gear 
inspection instruments. The A2LA accreditation includes 
the Gleason-M&M Precision Field Service organization, 
which provides calibration services for all makes and mod-
els of gear involute profile and lead measuring instruments. 
Following ISO 18653 methods, this procedure involves 
estimation of U95 measurement uncertainty as the preferred 
method for instrument calibration and evaluation. Lawson 

Gleason-M&M 
Calibration Lab 

COMPLETES A2LA ASSESSMENT

says that measurement uncertainty methods are essentially 
equivalent to common SPC methods, except as applied to 
measurement operations. The resulting calibration report 
provides data that helps the user understand and give due 
consideration to the reliability of gear and spline measure-
ments.

Gleason-M&M welcomes visitors to this facility in sub-
urban Dayton, Ohio. Lawson says, “None of the lab’s ser-
vices are more important than sharing our experiences with 
customers.”

For more information or to arrange a visit, call (800) 
237-5433.

British Gear 
Association 
ANNOUNCES 
TWO RESEARCH PROJECTS

The first of two ongoing research projects the British 
Gear Association (BGA) is working on focuses on reducing 
the micropitting wear rate and increasing the micropitting 
threshold stress in gears. The previous two phases of this 
project enable BGA consortium members to gain a better 
understanding of the micropitting phenomenon in gears. 
The next phase will concentrate on investigating the most 
influential variables linked to micropitting, using back-to-
back rig testing. Key areas for investigation include surface 

engineering (coatings, superfinishing, shot peening), surface 
texture, lubrication and materials. 

The second BGA project focuses on materials for 
enhanced gear bending fatigue performance. This project 
is a continuation of a series of research projects aimed at 
improving the fatigue properties of gears, which dates back 
to the mid-1990s. The latest phase will be strongly materials-
focused and will concentrate on evaluating gear tooth bend-
ing fatigue strength using single-tooth pulsator testing, as has 
been used in previous phases of the project. The variables 
to be investigated include the base steel type, heat treatment 
method and post heat treatment processing. 

BGA is actively seeking additional consortium members. 
For further information about these projects, contact Andy 
Harry, at BGA, by phone: + (44) 01283 51 5521, or e-mail: 
andy@bga.org.uk.

The Gleason-M&M Precision Systems calibration lab is the 
only A2LA-accredited lab in the United States for gear and 
spline measurement.
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R o m a x  T e c h n o l o g y 
Limited, a technical consul-
tancy providing design and 
analysis services for gearbox-
es, bearings and drivetrains, 
announces the appointment of 
Graeme Walford to the posi-
tion of chief operating officer. 
Walford, who assumed his 
position at the beginning of 2010, will support CEO Dr. S.Y. 
Poon with his future ambitious growth plans for the compa-
ny. Walford graduated from Loughborough University with 
a degree in mechanical engineering. He began his career 
with Rolls-Royce before moving to MascoTech as engineer-

Kahraman 

PRESENTED 2009 ALUMNI AWARD

Dr. Ahmet Kahraman was recently awarded the 2009 
Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching from the 
Department of Mechanical Engineering at The Ohio State 
University. 

Kahraman joined Ohio State in 2003 after working at the 
University of Toledo as an associate professor and direc-
tor of the Center for Gear Research. During his tenure at 
Ohio State, he has taught numerous courses on the dynamic 
behavior of mechanical systems. In addition, he serves as 
the director of the Gear and Power Transmission Research 
Laboratory. Prior to becoming a teacher, Kahraman worked 
for ten years as a researcher. 

Award winners are nominated by current and previous stu-
dents as well as their colleagues. Kahraman will receive a cash 
award, an increase to his base salary and will be inducted into 
the University’s Academy of Teaching. His selection marks 
the second year in a row that a Mechanical Engineering fac-
ulty member has been honored with this award.

 N E W S

Carl Zeiss 
OPENS 
WEST COAST TECH CENTER

Carl Zeiss Industrial Metrology celebrated the grand 
opening of the West Coast Tech Center in Irvine, CA on 

Graeme Walford

Romax 

APPOINTS CHIEF 
OPERATING OFFICER

From left to right: E. Gordon Gee, Ohio State University pres-
ident, Dr. Ahmet Kahraman, Joseph A. Alutto, provost, and 
Archie Griffin, president of the OSU Alumni Association.

April 6–7. Set up as a production inspection facility with 
metrology systems in a support role, the two-day event 
offered visitors demonstrations on palletizing applications 
and investigative metrology work. 

The official ribbon cutting ceremony took place April 
6. “The goal in opening this 3,800-square-foot facility in 
Irvine, CA is to get closer to our customers in this region 
while providing local support in growing markets,” says 
Drew Shemenski, manager of the West Coast Tech Center. 
“Not only does this facility allow us to offer traditional hard-
ware support, but it can also help us focus on a higher level 
connecting machines together through software to manage 
inspection requirements and data.”

The center offers a range of metrology technology 
including optical, touch scanning, CT X-ray and measuring 
software. It also has a variety of surface form and geometry 
systems, in-house measuring services, software training and 
application support.
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ISO 9001-2000 Certified

July 8–10—Gear Manufacturing Troubleshooting 
Course. Liebherr America, Saline, MI. This training school 
for gear manufacturing is a basic course offered by the Gear 
Consulting Group in regional versions throughout the year 
to reduce the time employees spend out of the offi ce while 
training. Other sessions this year will take place in California, 
September 7–9 and Ontario, Canada, dates to be announced. 
Instructors Geoff Ashcroft and Ron Green teach participants 
both theory and practical aspects of gear manufacturing while 
imparting knowledge of everyday problems and understanding 
how to think through troubleshooting. Tuition is $750 and 
includes a reference manual and certifi cate of completion from 
AGMA. For more information, call (269) 623-4993, or email 
gearconsulting@aol.com.

July 20–24—Coordinate Metrology Systems 
Conference. Louisville Marriott Downtown, Louisville, 
KY. The 25th annual CMSC will bring together professional 
and novice users of portable 3-D coordinate measurement 
technology. White papers will be presented by expert users 
from leading companies and universities; workshops, user 
group meetings and an exhibition highlight portable coordinate 
measurement systems, software, accessories, peripherals, 
inspection and measurement service providers. The CMS also 
hosts networking events, a membership banquet, entertainment 
and a local tour. For more information, visit www.cmsc.org. 

July 27–29—Powder Metallurgy Basic Short 
Course. Penn Stater Conference Center Hotel, State Coll-
ege, PA. This three-day course is designed for people starting 
out in the PM fi eld looking for an introduction, looking to learn 
about recent developments in the industry, trying to broaden 
a PM background and users of PM parts. Attendees will learn 
the history of PM, why it is viable, why use is so widespread, 
design points, production, injection molding, standards and 
the latest technologies. It is not required that attendees have a 
technical background. It is designed specifi cally for engineers, 
tool designers, product designers, metallurgists, technicians, 
QC personnel and more. For more information, visit http://
www.mpif.org/meetings/2009/2009_basic_sc.pdf or call the 
MPIF at (609) 452-7700.

September 15–17—Gear Expo. Indianapolis, 
IN. For the fi rst time since 1995 the gear industry’s premier 
trade event returns to Indianapolis featuring fi ve pavilions 
on the show fl oor: aerospace, breakdown, energy, powder 
metal/plastics and tooling. AGMA anticipates more than 175 
exhibitors and 3,000 attendees from 43 states and 36 countries. 
This year’s Gear Expo is co-located with the Heat Treating 
Society’s Conference and Exposition, which is expected to 
add another 3,000 attendees and 180 exhibitors. For more 
information, go to www.gearexpo.com or visit our Gear 
Technology Gear Expo Showroom at www.geartechnology.
com/gearexpo.
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ing director. In 1999, Walford joined GKN Driveline where 
he set up the new GKN Torque Technology business unit.

“There are tremendous opportunities for Romax, not 
only within its core business streams, automotive and wind 
energy, but in many other new areas,” Walford says. “I hope 
that through the experience and knowledge I have gained 
throughout my career, I can help Romax in the next phase of 
their development, maintaining leadership throughout their 
core business, but also spreading expertise into new areas, 
which I believe is the next big step for Romax in the future.”

 U.S. Gear Tools, Inc. 
recently announced that 
Adam Lambert has joined 
the company as its new vice 
president and general man-
ager. Lambert, a longtime 
senior manager with the 
Anderson Cook Company, 
has more than 25 years of 
spline rolling machine manu-
facture, tool design and man-
ufacturing management expe-
rience.

“Adam brings us the 
background and experience we were looking for to man-
age and operate our tool design and manufacturing facility 
located in Swannanoa, NC,” says George Simon, president 
of U.S. Gear Tools. “While some in our market are retrench-
ing and shrinking, we are aggressively moving to expand 
our presence and capabilities in the global marketplace for 
spline and thread roll tooling.”

U.S Gear Tools designs and manufactures precision 
tooling for the spline and thread rolling marketplace. It also 
designs and manufactures gear hone tooling and gear shaver 
tooling. U.S Gear Tools and its sister company Roto-Flo, 
a spline and thread roll machinery company, combine to 
supply integrated solutions to the spline and thread rolling 
industries throughout the world.

Mike Callesen has also joined U.S. Gear Tools as sales 
and marketing manager. Callesen has over 30 years’ experi-

U.S. Gear Tools 
BRINGS TWO MANAGERS ON BOARD

continued

Adam Lambert

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www/sdp-si.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www.qtcgears.com
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KISSsoft ENGINEERING SERVICES
Gear Design:
 Parallel axis, planetary, bevel, face gears, worm and

 crossed axis helical
 Existing design, new projects, metal or plastic

Failure analysis:
 Gearing, shafts and bearings

Optimization:
 Existing gear drives, noise reduction, increased 

 effi ciency, size reduction

Complete transmission design:
 Including all gearing, shafts and bearings

KISSsoft USA, LLC
3719 N. Spring Grove Road
Johnsburg, Illinois 60051
Phone (815) 363 8823
dan.kondritz@KISSsoft.com

ence in the sales and appli-
cation engineering of spline 
and thread rolling tools and 
machines,  serving most 
recently as vice president of 
sales for the Anderson Cook 
Company. He will be locat-
ed at the parent company’s 
headquarters on Hoover Road 
in Detroit. 

“We are excited to have 
attracted one of the most 
experienced and notable sales 
executives in this industry,” 
Simon says. “Mike is widely known throughout the industry 
for his comprehensive, on-the-floor understanding of the 
spline and thread rolling process, a critical aspect of selling 
an engineered product such as spline and thread roll tooling. 
This hire, along with other recent investments in person-
nel and equipment, further supports our strong commit-
ment to serving the roll forming marketplace by building a 
world-class organization for spline and thread roll tools and 
machinery.”

Solar CEO 
RECOGNIZED AS SMALL 
BUSINESS EXPORTER

The U.S. Small Business Administration’s (SBA) 
Philadelphia District Office awarded William R. Jones 
the 2010 Eastern Pennsylvania and Region Three Small 
Business Exporter of the Year. Jones is chief executive offi-
cer of Solar Manufacturing Inc. of Souderton, PA.

Jones was nominated for the award by Patricia J. Kratz, 
president of Univest National Bank and Trust Co. The award 
is presented on a district, regional and national level. Region 
Three consists of Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia and Washington, D.C. National 
Small Business Week was observed in Washington, D.C. 
May 23–25. It is an annual recognition of the small business 
community’s contribution to the American economy. 

 N E W S                                                                                              

Mike Callesen

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www.bourn-koch.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www.kisssoft.ch.com
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Cincinnati Gearing Systems 1202

Halifax Rack & Screw 1206

REM Chemicals, Inc. 1207

IFPE 2011 1211

Eaton Steel Bar Company 1215

GearTec, Inc. 1219

United Gear & Assembly, Inc. 1219

Kleiss Gears, Inc. 1223

Viking Forge Corp. 1225

Seitz Corp. 1227

Thermotech, Inc. 1229

Erasteel, Inc. 1232

Barit International Corp. 1233

Aerocom Industries 1234

Toolink Engineering Inc. 1234

Bluewater Thermal Services 1235

Scot Forge 1237

Golden Port International Inc. 1240

Gear Technology and Power Transmission 
Engineering magazines

1241

Goldstein Gear Machinery LLC 1241

Power Transmission Engineering and Gear 
Technology magazines

1241

The Gear Machinery Exchange/gearmachineryex-
change.com

1241

St. Louis Gear Co., Inc. 1242

Forst USA 1244

Roto-Flo & U.S. Gear Tools 1301

Society of Manufacturing Engineers 1306

X-R-I Testing 1307

Cleveland Deburring Machine Co. 1308

Li Gear Inc. 1309

Engineered Abrasives 1310

Circle Gear and Machine Co. 1311

Capstan Atlantic 1314

DTR Corp. 1315

O & D Manufacturing 1316

Davall Gears Ltd. 1318

CNC Design Pty. Ltd. 1319

IonBond LLC 1322

Canton Drop Forge 1323

UFE, Inc. 1324

Ishmeet Forgings Pvt. Ltd. 1326

ABA-PGT Inc. 1328

QMS Inc. 1329

Interstate Tool Corp. 1331

LMS North America 1332

Ludeca Inc. 1334
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63% of Gear Industry Respondents Work at Locations 
Where Employment Decreased in 2009
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“Export demand drop-off.”
—Design engineer at a U.S. manufacturer of grinding 
equipment

“Financing.”
—Corporate executive at a U.S. manufacturer of aerospace 
gears
 
“Foreign ownership and plant closures to transfer manufac-
turing work out of the U.S.A.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a U.S. manufacturer of 4WD 
transfer cases
 
“Funding from banks difficult.”
—Employee at a U.S. manufacturer of milling equipment 

continued

What Factors Are Presenting Significant 
Challenges to Your Business?
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in Employment in 2010
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Dave Dickson, SBA’s Philadelphia district director, pre-
sented the award to Jones on May 6, at the annual SBA Day 
at the Ballpark. “Every year, the SBA’s Philadelphia District 
Office awards the Small Business Exporter of the Year 
award to an individual who uses creative overseas marketing 
strategies and effective solutions to export-related problems 
to grow their business,” Dickson says. “As this year’s award 
winner, William Jones more than appropriately joins the 
roster of award winners from previous years and across the 
country whose enterprising initiative has benefited not only 
their own business and employees, but the community at 
large. With this award, the SBA applauds Mr. Jones for his 
exemplary contributions to this nation’s business community 
and economy.”

 N E W S                                                                                              

The dismantling, relocation and reinstallation of multiple 
pusher furnace lines and companion equipment was ordered 
by an automotive supplier customer of AFC-Holcroft’s. 
The equipment will be moved from the United States first 
to AFC-Holcroft’s licensee MATTSA, in San Luis Potosi, 
Mexico, where it will be cleaned, inspected, rebuilt, cold-
cycled and repainted before being sent to the customer’s 
facility in Mexico. 

A total of three furnaces plus companion equipment and 
accessories will be relocated in this project. “A move of 
this scope is not something to be taken lightly,” says Mark 
Johnston, sales engineer at AFC-Holcroft. “There are, for 
example, international logistical and import/export compli-
cations, as well as language differences to take into consid-
eration. AFC-Holcroft has a great deal of experience with 
these types of moves, having done many in recent years. 
Having local support in Mexico from our partner MATTSA 
will benefit us greatly in this project.”

Several new pieces of equipment are part of the order, 
including loaders, pre-washers, preheat furnaces, 13,500 cfh 
E-Z Series Endothermic Generator, oil cooling systems and 
other accessories. AFC-Holcroft will provide formal class-

AFC-Holcroft
RELOCATES EQUIPMENT

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www.hanikcorp.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www.schnyder.com
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Jack Champaigne, presi-
dent of Electronics Inc. and 
publisher of The Shot Peener, 
received an Outstanding 
Contribution Award from 
SAE International at the 
2010 SAE World Congress in 
Detroit in April. 

The annual award was 
established in 1953, and it 
recognizes outstanding ser-
vice and leadership in the 
technical standard boards of 
the organization for engineer-
ing professionals in automotive, aerospace and commercial 
vehicle fields.

Champaigne has been a member of the SAE International 
Materials, Processes and Parts Council since 1986, and he 
currently serves as committee chairman of the SAE Surface 
Enhancement Committee, which is responsible for devel-
oping and revising surface treatment standards used in the 
manufacture of metal components. Under his leadership, the 
committee has updated and created metal surface treatment 
standards that address rapid advances in technology and spe-
cial applications for the automotive industry.

Electronics Inc. (EI) manufactures and distributes prod-
ucts that improve the quality and control of shot peening. 

 N E W S                                                         
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continued

“Global pricing in China and Europe. Due to the economic 
crisis, Europe’s pricing has become more competitive than 
the U.S. local pricing, but we believe this to be very tempo-
rary.”
—Purchasing professional at a U.S. assembler of wind tur-
bine gearboxes
 
“Higher quality standards versus lower cost prices.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a manufacturer of engine tim-
ing gears in Belgium
 
“Increased competition from other countries, high tooling 
costs, lengthy procurement process for quality tooling.”
—Manufacturing production employee at gear manufactur-
ing job shop in India
  
“Increased taxes.”
—Design engineer at a U.S. machinery manufacturer
 
“Knowledge management process and organization-wide 
process quality.”
—Design engineer at a German manufacturer of automobile 
differentials
 
“Lack of engineering expertise at customer end is leading to 
delays in development.”
—Corporate executive at a hydraulic equipment manufac-
turer in India
  
“Lack of financing to build in U.S.A.”
—Purchasing professional at a U.S. manufacturer of plan-
etary gearboxes
 
“Lack of sales.”
—Corporate executive at a U.S. manufacturer of overhead 
electric cranes
 
“Long design cycle time.”
—Corporate executive at a U.S. sales office
 
“Low capital.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a U.S. manufacturer of rack 
and pinion steering components

“Low cost, high quality, fast delivery.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a manufacturer of automatic 
transmissions in India
 
“Major concern is dollar volatility and world over-concern 
for alternate world currency.”
—Corporate executive at a manufacturing company in India

Coming in 2010
New Web Design

 •  New Features

 •  Cleaner Navigation

 •  Greater Interactivity

www.geartechnology.com and 
www.powertransmission.com

What Factors Are Presenting Significant 
Challenges to Your Business?
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room instruction and basic operator training to the custom-
er’s operators, maintenance and administrative personnel. 
The operators will be involved in the start-up and dry-out 
phase of the reinstallation. The relocation process began in 
March 2010 and is scheduled to be completed by December 
2010. 

SAE
AWARDS 
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION

Jack Champaigne

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www.kleissgears.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www.shotpeener.com
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Riten workholding products are now represented in the 
Carolinas, Virginia and West Virginia by Applied Technical 
Products Inc. (ATP), a manufacturer’s representative agency 
established in 2002. 

ATP represents six cut-
ting tool manufacturers and 
four workholding products 
companies. The agency is 
headed by Tom Wright, 
who has more than 25 years 
of sales and training expe-
rience in the metalworking 
industry. He has held outside 
sales positions with several 
machine tooling companies 
and has extensive knowledge 
of current machining tech-
nology. He operates from 
southwestern Virginia and can be reached at twright4321@
comcast .net.

Tom Wright

Applied 
Technical
Products 

REPRESENTS RITEN 
IN MID-ATLANTIC

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT0610&dest=http://www.mfn.li



