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AGMA
DELEGATES
MEET CHINESE
COUNTERPARTS
The AGMA Pavilion was a hot
spot at October’s PTC-Asia Show in
Shanghai, as evidenced by the intense
quoting reported by the exhibitors.
PTC-Asia 2006 took place October
10–13 and was held simultaneously
with Metal Working China, Factory
Automation Asia, Energy Asia, CeMAT
Asia and INTERKAMA Asia. The
six shows are combined to attract
audiences from the Chinese automotive,
aerospace manufacturing, machine tool,
agricultural machinery, metallurgical
machinery, building equipment and
related industries.
Joe Arvin, president of Arrow Gear
in Downers Grove, IL, was pleasantly
surprised to discover that he was one of
the only aerospace gear manufacturers
present in the group.
“We really stood out because, out
of the twelve companies, Arrow was
the only manufacturer of aerospace
components. We were extremely
pleased with the overall outcome of the
show. We had a few hundred visitors
stop by our booth and six companies
promised RFQs. Within a month, Arrow
Gear already received two of the six,”
he says.
One of the most interesting parts
of the experience was the fact that
about one-third of the show’s engineers
were women, says Arvin. The AGMA
delegation visited several gear companies
near Shanghai, and Arvin was impressed
by the overall caliber of the employees.
He reported that operators were earning
$1.12 per hour and engineers/supervisors
make approximately $2.24 an hour.
“The Chinese gear companies feel
that they’re lagging behind the rest of
the world. In truth, they’re catching up
very fast. We visited one company that
had equipment as good as ours, and
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as companies manufacturing mechanical
power transmission equipment. Delegates included representatives from
Arrow Gear, Bevel Gears India,
Cleveland Gear, Gear Motions Inc.,
Process Equipment Co., Schafer Gear
Co. and Seitz Corp.

Arrow Gear has about $2–3 million in
new equipment.”
Brian Slone, business unit manager
of metrology systems at Process
Equipment Co. in Tipp City, OH, noted
that the on-site visits to Chinese gear
plants were one of the most useful
parts of the Shanghai experience.
Chinese gear manufacturers, he says,
are attracted to the Process Equipment
inspection systems’ ease-of-use, competitive pricing, technical service and
Chinese-language user interface, which
allows them to train operators quickly.
“In a market where reverseengineering is no longer a dirty word,
the unknown gear measurement
program was also seen as a desirable
tool. Above all, though, it was the
Chinese language interface that reset
the bar in their minds,” he says.
AGMA has participated in the show
for the past several years, but this is the
ﬁrst year the association sponsored a
pavilion for member companies as well
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Immediate Opportunities in
Challenging Aerospace Careers.
The Purdy Corporation is a leader in manufacturing flight critical
Jet engine and rotor components including
gears, gear boxes and transmissions for
OEMs and the United States Government.
Aerospace manufacturing opportunities offering
stability, job satisfaction and growth are available
in the following areas of expertise;
Gear Management - Aerospace Manufacturing

•

• CNC Programming (Unigraphics) -

Gear Box Housings, High Speed Machining,

• Gear Engineering - Process, Planning & Manufacturing
• Gear Machining - Spiral Bevel and Parallel Axis • ID/OD Grinding
• Gear Metrology • Gear Box Assembly and Testing
Excellent benefit and relocation packages.
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Take your career to a whole new level, contact us at
860.649.0000 Ext. 226 or e-Mail to finance@purdytransmissions.com
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