
Sandvik Coromant
TEAMS WITH STAR SU FOR GEAR MILLING

Sandvik Coromant has teamed up with Star SU on an extend-
ed basis. Beginning as an authorized OEM agent, and now a 
national channel partner with Sandvik Coromant for gear mill-
ing tools, Star SU is a provider of gear related tools and milling 
cutters in the Americas. “Our relationship began with collabo-
ration on a key OEM project and rapidly advanced from there. 
With broad expertise in the gear milling market, both Sandvik 
Coromant and Star SU share mutual interests in market posi-
tioning,” says Sandvik’s Gear Milling Business Development 
Manager for Market Area Americas, Brent Marsh.

“Recognizing that the gear industry is rapidly changing, 
together we saw an opportunity to bring advanced solutions 
to customers. Early on we could see that Sandvik Coromant’s 
industry-leading carbide grade technology combined with 
Star SU’s significant foothold in the gear making industry, we 
would make a more than robust team. Not wasting any time, we 
quickly reached an agreement for Star SU to be a global OEM 
which improved our reach in the U.S. In the U.S. we extended 
that partnership to make Star SU an official distributor.”

Sandvik Coromant brings innovative and highly flexible 
indexable insert technology that fits into the broader industry 
trend. As the industry authority on carbide grade metal cut-
ting technologies, Sandvik Coromant’s indexable carbide solu-
tions for gear cutting operations effectively complements Star-
Su’s current line of gear cutting tools. “Customers of Sandvik 
Coromant and Star SU can expect higher productivity, lower 
overall cost and innovative solutions to gear challenges,” Marsh 
adds.

“We clearly see that a massive shift is underway and we 
expect it to change the industry drastically within ten years. 
The trend now is towards a more flexible approach with a 
strong demand for higher productivity. We also see that there 
will be a need for more responsive service and support around 
the world. This demand will increase further due to high preci-
sion manufacturing of gears in emerging markets,” Marsh says.

In recognition of indexable carbide technologies and meth-
ods like InvoMilling and Power-skiving, Sandvik Coromant has 

invested a great deal in this technology and will continue to do 
so in the long term.

“While the gear tooling market has faced recent challenges 
with things like a pull-back in the mining industry and wind 
energy production, we see this as a minor stumbling block. In 
fact, we see strong growth in the next several years to come as 
gear manufacturing is expected to expand more than metal 
cutting on average due to investments in transportation, infra-
structure, energy and mining. More challenging materials will 
be introduced due to higher efficiency and environmental 
demands. The gear segment has a bright future!” Marsh adds.

Sandvik will continue to broaden its product lines in gashing, 
hobbing, and flexible CNC areas of gear milling. The company 
has some new offerings in smaller gashing tools that are espe-
cially good for spline cutting. “Our latest product, CoroMill 
171, will expand options to implement the InvoMilling method 
and will be available in the fall of 2014. The market is very eager 
to get access to this groundbreaking technology. Power skiving 
is another area of focus for Sandvik Coromant and this method 
will also become available in the second half of 2014. Power 
skiving offers customers a reduction of machining time by 
60-80 percent versus traditional methods,” Marsh says.

Both Sandvik and Star SU promise some interesting things 
for the future of gear milling during IMTS later this year. “We 
cannot really spill the beans, but one thing we can promise: we 
will surprise a lot of people at IMTS. Our channel partner, Star 
SU, will also be exhibiting at IMTS and will display Sandvik 
Coromant gear solutions and tools,” Marsh says.

Siemens
AWARDS SOFTWARE GRANT TO OHIO 
COLLEGE

From its historic Norwood Motor Manufacturing Facility, 
Siemens recently announced a $66.8 million in-kind software 
grant to Cincinnati State Technical and Community College. 
Students there will now have access to the same Siemens prod-
uct lifecycle management (PLM) software used throughout the 
global manufacturing industry to design, develop and manufac-
ture some of the world’s most sophisticated products in a vari-
ety of industries, including automotive, aerospace, biotechnol-
ogy, machinery, shipbuilding, and high-tech electronics.

“The manufacturing industry in America is on the rise and it 
is being transformed by a software revolution that is enhancing 
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productivity, increasing efficiency and speeding time to mar-
ket,” said Chuck Grindstaff, president and CEO, Siemens PLM 
Software. “This revolution requires a highly trained workforce. 
With this grant, Cincinnati State Technical and Community 
College will be able to integrate world-class PLM technology 
into its curriculum, so that its students are even better pre-
pared for co-op assignments and for high-quality manufactur-
ing jobs.”

Cincinnati State President O’dell M. Owens expressed 
gratitude for the grant, and said it will be put to good use. 
“Cincinnati State is a career college, and we’re known for our 
strong business relationships.This software grant from Siemens 
allows us to send our graduates into the manufacturing work-
place ready to go the minute they walk in the door. That will 
be a huge competitive advantage for them and an even greater 
asset for the Cincinnati business community.”

Siemens’ software will be used in Cincinnati State’s Center for 
Innovative Technologies to support its mechanical engineering 
and industrial design technologies programs, as well as other 
programs at the college. Computer labs on the Clifton campus 
will be supplied with Siemens software to support computer-
aided design (CAD) courses. Students and faculty will use the 
software in assignments and research related to mechanical 
engineering, industrial design and manufacturing management.

Wenzel America
HIRES REGIONAL SALES MANAGER

Wenzel America recently announced the hiring of Drew 
Shemenski for the position of regional sales manager of 
the Midwest. Shemenski brings more than 15 years of man-
ufacturing and metrology experience to the Wenzel team. 
For the last 12 years, Shemenski has worked at Carl Zeiss 
Industrial Metrology in a variety of technical, sales and opera-
tional positions. Most recently, he successfully opened and 
managed the Zeiss Technical Center in Irvine, California. 
“Drew brings a diverse background and great industry knowl-
edge to our sales team,” said Andy 
Woodward, president of Wenzel 
America. “His experience and cus-
tomer focus fit perfectly with the 
Wenzel vision, and will no doubt be 
part of our continued growth and 
success.” Shemenski will work out 
of the Wenzel America headquar-
ters in Wixom, Michigan. He will 
be responsible for sales activities in 
the Great Lakes region, as well as 
the upper Midwest.
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Venmark 
International
OFFERS WHITE PAPER ON PRODUCT 
PUBLICITY

A new white paper for engi-
neers and other non-mar-
keting small business own-
ers that explains what pub-
licity can accomplish in the 
contemporary marketing 
mix and features 10 rules 
for preparing effective news 
releases is being offered by 
Venmark Internatonal of 
Wellesley, Massachusetts. 
“The Engineer’s Guide to 
Product Publicity,” is a five-
page paper which explains 
what publicity is, why it is 
the most cost effective marketing tool, and how to use it get a 
company branded as a problem-solver. Featured are 10 rules 
for preparing effective news releases including adopting a giv-
ing mindset, eliminating advertising jargon, and quantifying 
all performance claims. Written by Steven M. Stroum, founder 
and president of Venmark International, “The Engineer’s Guide 
to Product Publicity” will help readers understand the value of 
press releases to media outlets, what they can achieve as a mar-
keting tool today, and their value for creating meaningful web 
content. “The Engineer’s Guide to Product Publicity” is avail-
able free from Venmark International. To order the white paper, 
visit www.venmarkinternational.com.

Solar and ASM
OFFER VACUUM HEAT TREATING COURSE

Solar Atmospheres and ASM International at Materials Park 
in Ohio have partnered to offer a new vacuum heat treating 
course. This new course provides students with a means to 
combine basic vacuum heat treatment theory with hands-on 
instruction using the new ASM laboratory vacuum furnace 
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The first class of the new ASM course offering was con-
vened in December 2013, with subsequent courses scheduled 
for April 2014, and September 2014. The course was developed 
by Solar Atmospheres’ consultant in chemistry and metallurgy, 
Virginia Osterman, Ph.D., who works closely with the Solar 
Atmospheres Research and Development group. This course 
covers the background of vacuum measurement, vacuum fur-
nace design, and vacuum technology as it applies to various 
metallurgical processes. Dr. Osterman noted, “Having a basic 
understanding of vacuum theory and its application in heat 
treating in itself is valuable; however, with the added benefit of 
the new ‘Mentor’ vacuum furnace students now can see how 
to put theory into practice and get a better understanding as to 
why the use of vacuum heat treat processes add value to a prod-
uct.”

Celanese 
Corporation
WINS SUPPLIER AWARD

Celanese Corporation, a global technology and specialty mate-
rials company, received Whirlpool’s Best Supplier Award 
2012/13 for outstanding performance on quality, delivery 
and customer service. Presented during the Whirlpool Latin 
America Supplier’s Day event on Nov. 27 in São Paulo, Brazil, 
Celanese won the Best Supplier Award for the first time and has 
been one of the household appliance manufacturer’s preferred 
suppliers of engineered materials for more than 15 years.

“This Best Supplier Award from Whirlpool is the result of 
our ability to not only deliver world-class engineered materials, 
but to meet our customer’s ‘critical to quality’ wants and needs 
with our existing products or to develop new materials with 
new performance characteristics,” said Guert Rucker, South 
America commercial director – Celanese. “By working closely 
with Whirlpool we deliver value through collaboration, tech-

Pictured on stage (left to right) during the awards ceremony 
were Lígia Faber Corrêa da Silva, Camile Oliveira, Guert Rucker, 
Daniella D. Taurizano and Paulo Miri.
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nology and real solutions that help them quickly develop new, 
innovative products.”

Phil McDivitt, vice president and general manager of the 
engineered materials business of Celanese added, “Celanese is 
using the full breadth of its chemistry, technology and product 
expertise to create value at Whirlpool on a global basis. As a 
collaborative high-performance engineered materials supplier, 
our global commercial and technical teams are working closely 
with Whirlpool development teams at their facilities in Benton 
Harbor, Michigan., Shanghai, China, Cassinetta, Italy, Manaus, 
Rio Claro, Brazil and Joinville, Brazil.”

PTG
ENGINEER SECURES 2014 AMTRI 
SCHOLARSHIP

The Manufacturing Technologies Association (MTA) awards 
dinner was held at Birmingham’s International Convention 
Centre on February 6, 2014. It provided Adam Hazeldine – 
one of PTG Holroyd Precision’s young engineers – with an 
incredible reason to celebrate. That’s because during the event, 
Hazeldine, 26, was richly rewarded for his diligence and hard 
work to date with the presentation of the coveted AMTRI 
Scholarship. Supported by Lloyds TSB Commercial, the schol-
arship will assist Hazeldine in completing an MBA in order to 
pursue his goal of a management position with his Rochdale-
based employer.

Two other Precision Technologies Group employees, Bradley 
Mooney, 27, and Jordan Beard, 25, were short-listed for the pres-
tigious MTA Young Engineer of the Year award – further proof 
of the high quality of PTG’s personnel and the importance the 
organization places on providing first-class staff training.

A valued and well-respected member of the PTG Holroyd 
team, Hazeldine is now employed as a design engineer with the 
company. He offers a solid understanding of its technologies 
and has been heavily involved in development work surround-
ing the Holroyd Zenith 400 helical profile grinder. He has also 
recently been made a member of the company’s lean manufac-
turing team and an internal auditor. He also works as a junior 
project engineer, involved in PTG Holroyd’s latest machine tool 
developments.

Caption: Richard Holden of Lloyds Bank (left), presents 
the 2014 AMTRI Scholarship to Adam Hazeldine (center), 

with impressionist and comic, Alistair McGowan (right).
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